Pre-Algebra  Syllabus
	
Instructor
	Ms. Sylvan

	           Phone
	Office 587-5401  Classroom 587-5582

	           E-mail
	jsylvan@okcps.org

	           Room

           Planning Period
	A307

A-days 4th hour and B-days 2nd hour


WHAT IS THIS COURSE ALL ABOUT?

This course is all about preparing for algebra and geometry:

· Strengthening fundamental arithmetic skills

· Understanding how algebra is used to solve problems

· Discovering and inventing ways to use algebra to solve your own problems

WHAT IS ALGEBRA?

When you learned arithmetic, you learned how to work with specific numbers. For example, you learned how to divide 8.45 by 0.25.

In algebra you learn to work with what are called variables. Being able to work with variables allows you to extend what you learn in one situation to countless other situations.

The question what is algebra? will be addressed during this course.

WHY SHOULD YOU LEARN ALGEBRA?

You should learn algebra because:

· Using algebra will help you solve many of the problems you face now as well as later on in life.

· Your success in other courses you take in high school as well as in college or any other school setting you attend depends on your understanding of algebra.

· An understanding of at least some algebra is needed in many occupations.

ARE YOU READY TO LEARN ALGEBRA?

Absolutely yes, as long as

· You can do fundamental arithmetic

· You want to solve problems that life tosses your way

WITH WHOM WILL YOU BE WORKING IN THIS COURSE?

You will be working with Ms. Sylvan, who is responsible for helping you and your classmates learn. You will also be working with your classmates, each of whom will be making a unique contribution to what you get out of this course. In turn, you will contribute to what they learn by sharing your ideas, problems, discoveries, inventions and solutions.

WHERE WILL YOU BE LEARNING PRE-ALGEBRA?

You will draw your understanding of Pre-Algebra  from your entire environment, whether at home, school, or anywhere else. Your classroom Room A307 at Classen SAS, is the place where ideas about Pre-Algebra are brought together and formalized. Room A307 is a place of business for learning. 

WHAT MATERIALS WILL YOU NEED FOR CLASS?

· A three ring binder, pronged notebook made of plastic or paper with pockets, or portfolio
· Notebook paper and graph paper
· Pencil and eraser

· Pen
· Calculator (may only be used to check homework and some class work) Phone calculators are NOT allowed.
A textbook (Math Connects Course 3 by Glencoe McGraw-Hill) has been checked out to you for the school. You are responsible for maintaining it in the condition issued to you and returning it to the library by the last day of class.

**NOTE: Replacement cost for math textbooks is $62.97         .

WHAT WILL YOU LEARN FROM THIS CLASS?

Each unit will either introduce you to a new topic or extend your understanding of a previous topic. During the unit you will:

· Discover an idea or relationship

· Acquire a new skill or polish previously acquired skills

· Extend your ability to solve problems

· Add to your ability to use the language of algebra

Here are the titles of the 12 units:

1. Rational Numbers and Percents
2. Real Numbers and Monomials
3. Equations and Inequalities

4. Multi-Step Equations and Inequalities
5. Expressions and Functions
6. Linear Functions and Systems of Equations
7. Two- and Three-Dimensional Geometry
8. Triangles and Transformations
9. Units of Measure
10. Data Analysis and Statistics
11. Probability and Combinations
12. Area and Volume
WHAT WILL YOU BE DOING FOR THIS CLASS?

Participating in class meetings, depending on the agenda for the meetings you will be:

· Listening to Ms. Sylvan speak and seeing her illustrations as you take notes on what is being explained

· Listening to a classmate speak or explaining things to the class 

· Asking questions, answering questions, and discussing issues with members of the class during questioning/discussion sessions

· Working closely with your classmates as part of small task groups

· Working independently on assigned exercises

· Taking quizzes 

· Completing homework and class work assignments

· Taking tests

WHAT IS THE CLASSROOM PROCEDURE?

Each day the order of business in the classroom will be as follows:

1. Warm up 

2. Grade warm up 
3. Grade daily assignment 

4. Answer questions 

5. Review previous material 

6. Learn new material 
NOTE: (1 to 3  lessons will be covered per class)

7. In-class work time – time remaining until bell rings

HOW WILL YOU BE EXPECTED TO BEHAVE IN THIS CLASS?

You and your classmates have the right to go about the business of learning free from fear of being harmed, intimidated, or embarrassed. Ms. Sylvan has the right to go about the business of helping you and your classmates learn without disruption or interference. Thus, you are expected to follow these rules of conduct:

1. Be in the classroom when the bell rings, seated and prepared to begin promptly. Pencils must be sharpened before class begins.  

2. Bring all materials with you to class; you will have to use one of your limited hall pass privileges to get anything from your locker or whatever it may be.

3. Hall passes will be limited to six per semester per student, so take care of everything before you come to class, including using the bathroom and getting a drink of water.

4. Water is allowed in class.  Snacks and non-water beverages are not allowed in class.
5. Do not talk while Ms. Sylvan is teaching, if you have a question raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged. When someone has been called on they should be the only one talking. After school detention for the offending student will be assigned if Ms. Sylvan has to continue to ask a student to be quiet or listen.

6. The time given at the end of class is time to do the daily work assignment, ask Ms. Sylvan for help, and prepare for the next math lesson. This is not free time! If a student is not on task, after school detention for the offending student will be assigned. 
7. Defacing the classroom in any way will result in immediate referral. This includes writing on walls, desk tops, white boards, bulletin boards, including writing in textbooks or any where else not appropriate.

8. Cell phone ringers must be turned off and phones stored out of sight. MP3 players, DVD/CD players, game players, etc are not allowed. Sight or sound of these devices will be confiscated and given to the principal.

CLASSEN SAS TARDY POLICY

1ST & 2ND tardy
Verbal warning

3rd tardy

Parent notification

4th tardy

One day detention and parent notification

5th tardy

Two days detention and referral to counselor

6th tardy

Referral written to administrator

CLASSEN SAS ATTENDANCE POLIICY
A student fails the course due to attendance after 5 days unexcused absences. Tardy 45 minutes = 1 absence.
WILL YOU BE REQUIRED TO TAKE THE CRT (Criteria Reference Testing) STATE TEST? 

Yes you will (!! 
If you are in the 8th grade you will take the MATH 8 CRT test or if you are in the 7th grade you will take the MATH 7 CRT test. 
Throughout the year you will take practice CRT tests called Bench Mark tests. 
The CRT test will be given during April 10-29 (actual dates for your CRT math test will be posted in April).
HOW WILL YOUR GRADES FOR THE COURSE BE DETERMINED?

Your grade for each semester will be based on homework/classwork, notebook, quizzes, tests, presentation, and a semester exam. Your scores on these assignments will influence your semester grade according to the following scale:

1. Test average = 50%

2. Quiz average = 20%

3. Daily class work average = 10%

a. Preparedness (textbook, notebook, materials)

b. Working in class

c. Following teacher and school directives (not causing disruptions or distractions)

Students must:

Have a Textbook

Participate in class and practice 

Maintain a math notebook

Bring a working pencil or pen

4. Daily home work average = 10%

a. All work must be shown

b. Late work is 50% off and only accepted for one week 
c. Make up work must be turned in within 1 week after returning for full credit (i.e. if you return on a Monday your missed homework is due the following Monday)

d. Work assigned before you were absent is due when you return

e. Photo copies are not permitted

5. Notebook average = 10%

	Grading Scale:

	A 
90-100

	B 
80-89

	C 
70-79

	D 
60-69

	F    
  0-59


       a. Must be organized into three sections all in correct order;

i. notes/examples worked in class

ii. daily work assignments

iii. tests and quizzes

            b. Notebook will be graded every time there is a test.
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